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Photograph on the front panel: Insurgents from a unit
formed in Katowice County during the Third Silesian
Uprising, 1921 (Katowice Archdiocese Archives).
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In the 19th century, the inhabitants of Upper Silesia, which was then | | ' 3 Bk 7 vy
apartofthe German Empire, started developing Polish national con- | -
sciousness. They established many organisations that cherished na- : ' ' .
tional traditions, history and tongue. The Catholic Church also had | i | '

a huge impact on the rebirth of Polishness. It was the Upper Sile- |

sian countryside that was of particularly Polish character.Inthecen- - s | . -
sus taken in 1910, 53 per cent out of above 2,200,000 inhabitants iy | 1
of the Opole District considered Polish as their mother tongue, | £ar
and the most Polish counties were the ones located in the eastern ,

part of the region. The defeat of the Germans in the First World War T
and the gradual rebirth of the Polish State brought hope for the in- i rided e
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corporation of the lands into Poland to many Upper Silesians. ‘ oo | i e 4} ga | "B "

“I owe my nat:oniﬁ awarerress to my Hakata professors s
at school in Katowice, who - ‘with their hatred towards everything

that was Polish and Cathollc — made me curious about the Polish

that insulted and hu_m:llated nation, whose language
I did not even speak at home’, .

In his speech in the German Parliament given on 25 October 1918, Wojciech Korfanty, a member
of the Reichstag and leader of the Polish nationalist movement in the Upper Silesia, demanded
that a part of Upper Silesia be incorporated into the Polish state. The same message was communicated
by Polish delegates at the Paris Peace Conference opened on 18 January 1919. The photograph shows
Wojciech Korfanty in the autumn of 1919 (the National Library of France).
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VERSAILLES DEC{

It was decided under the Treaty of Versailles signed on 28 June
1919that the future of Upper Silesiawould be resolved by a ple-
biscite. Before the provisions of the Treaty came into effect,
the whole area was under the sovereign German rule. The Ger-
man 117th Infantry Division entered Upper Silesia in Novem-
ber 1918 and was soon joined by several voluntary units.
Led by General Karl Hofer, the forces were commonly known
as Grenzschutz (border guard). Together with the police, they
were supposed to prevent a revolution outbreak and attempts
at incorporating the lands into Poland. In the first half of 1919,
Polish nationalist activists faced intensified persecution.

“In the part of Upper Silesia
[...] the inhabitants will be
called upon to indicate

by a vote whether they wish
to be attached to Germany
or to Poland.”

Article 88 of the Treaty of Peace between
the Allied and Associated Powers and Germany,
signed in Versailles'on'28 June 1919.
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The Upper Silesian plebiscite area to a large extend coincided

with the borders of the Opole District. In October 1919, the Prussian Created b){ th.e Supremfe COU“C.“ O.f t.h.e Peace Fonference,
Parliament created an autonomous Province of Upper Silesia ’ ..~ the Commission for Polish Affairsiinitially.decided to'sup-
with the capital in Opole: port Polish aspirations and grant UpperSilésia to Poland.

When the information was revealed in the'spring of 1919,
the Germans began mass,protests. The photograph shows

= L ; vy F A ‘ z mh a demonstration in support of keeping Upper Silesia a part

» V e A T 3 w of Germany at Moltke Square (today John lll Sobieski Squ-
INSTYTUT " = & ’ are)in Bytom (the Upper Silesian Museum in Bytom).

-
PAMIECI P L - v \
NARODOWE] £ ¢ | 4
> 1‘ _\ J ’
’ ' _i‘ﬁrr': [f 3 ;" ) Sy




gt e S e ‘;0 w-. : Ay

.-‘
‘* . “;’ ':_ - .
R e B " T
RS SRt i, S W T ity e,
PN E

AR PAMIEGI ’ ‘ A
NARODOWE] = “s

THE UPPER SILESIAN
MILITARY ORGANISATION

The economic crisis and political destabilisation made
both Poles and Germans even more dissatisfied with
the situation. Full of rage, workers were organising stri-
kes. The coal mine in Mystowice was witness to particu-
larly tragic events on 16 August 1919. German soldiers
opened fire on miners and their families waiting for the-
ir salaries. The photograph shows a Grenzschutz unit
(Grzegorz Grzeskowiak’s collection).

A passage from the oath sworn by POW county commanding officers, 11 February 1919..
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The underground Upper Silesian Polish Mi-
litary Organisation (Polska Organizacja Woj-
skowa, POW) was established in January 1919
in the Opole District. It was led by Jézef Grzego-
rzek and was subordinate to the Supreme Pe-
ople’s Council Committee in Poznan. Following
the example of the Greater Poland insurgents,
it started to prepare for the fight for Upper Silesia.
Aware of the military weakness of the Polish forces
and lack of possible help from the Polish autho-
rities, who were obliged to honour international
commitments, Korfanty (a member of the Supre-
me People’s Council Committee in Poznan) was
against the solution.

But the ranks of the Upper Silesian Polish Military
Organisation were growing fast. In August, it consisted of
more than 23,000 people. Its commanders, however, had
no shared vision of its future activities. In the spring

of 1919, Korfanty twice stopped POW members spoiling
for a fight from starting an uprising. The photograph
shows secret military training of the Upper Silesian POW
(the Uprisings Museum in Géra Swietej Anny).

LJJva‘nw&n,-'_Jg,_. Py RE TSR

I“w wy?f'-mv - L " .? ,' ] 2.

Ll . “Iswearthat]...] when summoned
g s I WIII ﬁght for mcorporatmg UPPer Silesia into Poland.”




¥, " e A s R EAN =

. THEFIR

]
0 i.

‘l
t?

Lack of weapons and poor training among the insurgents were two of the main
tely one in five insurgents out of the total number of 230,000 had a weapon.

Most of them fought in civilian clothes, 1919 (Katowice Archdiocese Archives).

Thefirst uprising broke out on the night of 16 to 17 August 1919.The de-
cision to begin the armed combat was made by POW members un-
der Maksymilian lksal’s command, who were present in a refugee camp
in Piotrowice near Karwiny in Cieszyn Silesia. It was only on 18 August
that the command over the uprising was taken by POW Chief Com-
mander Alfons Zgrzebniok. The uprising was condemned to failure
from the very beginning. The battles took place in only several coun-
ties in the eastern part of the plebiscite area. Chaotic decision-making,
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reasons for the failure of the uprising. On the eve of its outbreak, only approxima-

The photograph shows insurgents and their mixed uniforms from different armies.

lack of plans and coordination, military advantage of the Germans and
lack of help from the Polish Army forced the insurgents to retreat after
their initial success owed to its enemy’s astonishment. On 24 August,
Zgrzebniok decided to stop the fight. The German authorities respon-
ded to the uprising with terror and repression. Around 22,000 people,
including 9,000 insurgents, fled from the plebiscite area to Poland. They
could come back home only towards the end of the year, after a Polish-
-German agreement on amnesty was signed in October 1919.
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e Commission was headed by a French general, Henri Le Rond,
Colonel Henry Percival from Great Britain and General Alberto
inis from Italy serving as his deputies. The photograph shows
‘s arrival in Paris after the end of his service in Upper Silesia
922 (the National Library of France).
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to belong. The Int
/biscite Commission
le assumed authori
was supported by the
" in the area and super\
and the voting itself.
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ding o  the moment in ti
there were around 10,000t0 21,000 soldiers from the Allied
forces stationed in Upper Silesia. The photograph s
an Italian patrol, 19 21 (the National Library o

It is estimated that - def

» The “peaceful occupation” of the re_bion b)-('thal-_\ll'i_es- o :

lasted until July 1922, when the territories were officially
: incorporated into Poland and Germany. There were many -
signs of the pro-Polish sympathies of the French
and the anti-Polish attitude of the Brits and the Italians .
during that time. The photograph shows Frenchmen .
AN INSTYTUT in Katowice on the day of the plebiscite, 20 March 1921
AN JM'EC' (the National Library of France).
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There were around 1,000 people hired

in the Polish Plebiscite Committee in Bytom
and another group of 1,000 people working
in the field: in country, commune and munici-
pal committees. The photograph shows Woj-
ciech Korfanty (third from the left) among his
colleagues in Bytom, 1920 (the Upper Silesian
Museum in Bytom).
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Wyzwol sie od Twych gnebicieli!

Befreie Dich von Deinen Bedriickern!

Glosujzaolska! StimmefurPolen!

Both sides made huge numbers of pro-
paganda appeals, leaflets, posters, post-
cards, stamps, placards, satirical publica-
tions and many titles of high-circulation
press in both languages. lllustrated by
the best artists and featuring pithy slo-
gans, they called their audiences to vote
for a given side. The photograph shows

a Polish propaganda poster (the Silesian
Library).

W -poiqczepiu y / PO]S Génly SIQSk
popadnie w rozpaczna nedze.

A German propaganda poster
(the Silesian Library).

Both sides created committees that would
manage plebiscite campaigns effectively.
The Polish Government appointed Wojciech
Korfanty as the Head of the Polish Plebiscite
Committee.OntheGermanside,theCommit-
tee was headed by Kurt Urbanek, the mayor
of Rozbark. A massive propaganda campa-
ign started, with both sides sparing no effort
and resources to fulfil their goals. In order
to win over the undecided ones, they used
a tremendous amount of prints during this
“paper war”, which lasted until the plebisci-
teitself. There were also propaganda events,
performances, concerts, rallies, manifesta-
tions and gatherings organised at the time.
Among the arguments used by both sides
was also the one about granting the region
substantialautonomywithinthefuturestate.

The Polish Plebiscite Committee had its seat
in the previous Lomnitz Hotel in Bytom
(Katowice Archdiocese Archives).

~ PREPARING
FOR THE PLEBISCITE




During the riots in Katowice on 18 August 1920,

- the Germans, plundered amongd others, the office

 of the Polish Plebiscite Committee located in Deutsches

"*Haus Hotel and the editorial office of the socialist

newspaper Gazeta Robotnicza [Workers’ Newspaper]. *
Doctor Andrzej Mielecki, a Polish nationalist-activist
and a well-knowndoctorwho was helping the injured,
was also murdered during the riotsiThe photograph
showsthe interiorof the seat of the Committee after
the riots (Katowice Archdiocese Archives), '
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" SiPo was replaced by ascombined Polish-German*Upper
i silesian’Police, @lso known as the Plebiscite'Police
{(Abstimmungspolizei, APO). Thejphotograph shows its
officers (the Uprisings Museum in.Gora Swietej Anny):

“You broke the German
terror in Silesia'with your
braveandloyal conduct.
Your most important
demands have been =

 satisfied.'The green =,
policemen‘areleaving’
Upper Silesia.” P

Anappeal made by the Polish Plebiscite
Committee thatfinished the uprising.

!

In face of the false information on Warsaw being taken by the Red Army, the Germans or-

ganised demonstrations demanding that Upper Silesia stayed in Germany on 17 August

1920 in Katowice. The manifestations soon turned into riots aimed also against French

soldiers. Shots were fired. It is exactly in those circumstances that the Second Silesian
Uprising, preceded by a general workers' strike, broke out on 18 August. The fights spre-

! ad across the whole Upper Silesian industrial district and led to the insurgents defeating
/ many German self-defence and security police (Sicherheitspolizei, SiPo) units and taking
over a number of towns. The uprising was a success. On 24 August, the Inter-allied Admi-
nistrative and Plebiscite Commission ordered that SiPo be disbanded, which was what

the Polish side demanded.
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Despite thepresence of the Allied forces in Upper
Silesia, there were more and more riots started

in the streets by both sides in the spring of 1920.
The Germans accused the French of partiality.
The Poles protested against the increasing terror
from the anti-Polish SiPo, which was supposedly
created to help the Inter-Allied Commission.

The photograph shows aPolish nationalist
manifestation in Lubliniecon.2-May 1920.

It was disrupted by the. Germans (the Uprisings .
Museum in Géra Swietej/Anny). )




FOR SILESIA!

Poland, reviving itself, supported the demands of Upper Silesians.
There were support committees established in many cities. During
the whole plebiscite period, they organised gatherings and manife-
stations, published propaganda leaflets, led training sessions for Sile-
sian activists and sent agitators, doctors and nurses to Upper Silesia
to work on the plebiscite. Although it could not officially help the
locals, the Polish government used the Polish Army intelligence to
supply the insurgents with weapons and conducted diplomatic talks.
Experienced officers were sent to Upper Silesia to create and support
underground combat structures. Volunteers were spoiling for a fight.

A poster

calling to make
donations

for Upper
Silesia in Siedlce
and stamps

as donations
(the National
Library).
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Komitet pleb seytowy w Siedleach.
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Volunteers from Warsaw, August 1919
(the Museum of the Polish Second Corps in Jozefow)




as held on Sunday, 20 March 1921. 59.6 per cent of the voters
pper Silesia as a part of Germany, and 40.3 per cent voted
he region into Poland. The Germans won thanks to votes from
Poland was supported by rural people. After the plebiscite,
rvously awaiting the decision of the Inter-Allied Committee
the disputed territories. In face of the threat that Poland co-
southern part of the area (which was what Italy and Great
orfanty decided to start the Third Silesian Uprising.

A polling station in Katowice,
20 March 1921 (Katowice
Archdiocese Archives).

The right to vote was granted

to all inhabitants of the ple-
biscite area who were twenty
years of age on 1 January 1921
and were born there or lived the-
re since 1 January 1904, as well
as “emigrants’, that is, people
born but not living in the dispu-
ted area. The regulation turned
out to be problematic for Po-
land since the vast majority

of the emigrants were in favour
of Germany. The photograph
shows a disabled emigrant from
’/ Germany carried by German Red
Cross members out of a polling
station in Katowice after he had
cast his vote (the National
Library of France).
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WYNIKI
PLEBISCYTU
SLASKIEGO

(20 mAarcA 1921)

erwono . Gminy z wiekszoscis
polska.

The plebiscite results were interpreted as a success

of both Germany (because of the majority of votes)
and Poland (because Poland won in a bigger num-
ber of communes to the right of the Oder River, which
was an argument in favour of giving the territories

to Poland). As a result, Wojciech Korfanty proposed

a line of demarcation (the Korfanty Line), which gran-
ted Poland around 60 per cent of the disputed area
and 70 per cent of its inhabitants. The map shows

the plebiscite results (the Silesian Library).



The Third Uprising began on 3 May 1921 after
the successful Operation “Bridges”. Leading

the High Authority in Upper Si
declared himselfthe dictator of t

esia, Korfanty
ne uprising.He

believed that it would be a short revolt ending
intaking over the area to which Poland had cla-
imedrightaftertheplebiscite.Inthe beginning,
since the enemy was surprised with the attack,
Poland was victorious. It was only on 21 May
that the Germanslaunched a counteroffensive.
The insurgents were confronted by the units
of German Selbstschutz Oberschlesiens (Up-

per Silesia Self-Defence) under
of General Karl Hoefer.

the command

There were between
30,000 and 40,000 sol-
diers'in the German forces.
In'the first days of the upri-
sing, the insurgents defe-
ated the German Upper
Silesian Military:Organisa-
tion, but the Germanforces
were soon reinforced.by
well-equipped volunte-
er-units from the Reich,

the Freikorps. The photo-
graph shows a Selbstschutz
unit (the Upper Silesian Mu-
seum in Bytom).

Insurgents from Goizyny in their position
by the Oder, 1921 (the Silesian Library).



THE BATTLE OF ANNABERG

The most important battle during the Third Uprising was that near the village
of Gora Swietej Anny (Ger. Annaberg). It was the first target of the German coun-
teroffensive, a crucial one for strategic and symbolic reasons (as a place of worship
for Upper Silesians). The battle began on the night of 21 May and ended with Ger-
mans’ victory. The insurgents from the First Division of the Insurgent Army led
byMajor Jan Ludyga-Laskowski had to retreat already in the afternoon. The coun-
ter-attack ordered two days later by Lieutenant Maciej Mielzynski, the Comman-
der-in-Chiefofthelnsurgent Army, was not successful either.The nextdays brought
fewer battles and negotiations on a ceasefire led under the pressure ofthe Allies.
They ended in a fiasco, and the Germans again launched an attack at the central
part of the front on 4 June. A particularly fierce battle was fought over the railway
junction in Kedzierzyn. Still, the Germans did not manage to break the Polish line
of defence and occupy the industrial district.

Today, G6ra Swietej Anny is a symbol of the struggle for Upper Silesia for both Poles
and Germans. After the designation of the borders in 1922, it found itself on the German side
(the National Digital Archives).
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Unlike the first two uprisin-
gs, the third one was fought
by a regular insurgent army
divided into three operatio-
nal groups: “North’, “East”
(from which later the “Centre”
group was isolated) and “So-
uth”. Depending on the sta-
ge of the uprising, the army
consisted of between 35,000
and 60,000 soldiers. Poland
supplied them with firearms,
artillery, trains and armoured
vehicles.

The photograph shows independent assault troops under First Insurgent Division artillery near Géra Swietej Anny
the command of Lieutenant Robert Oszek with the “Korfan- (the Uprisings Museum'in Géra Swietej Anny).

ty” armoured vehicle. After the Battle of Annaberg, Oszek’s

soldiers were considered “the bravest of the brave”

(the Silesian Library).
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Qbszarplebiscytowy liczy 10.950 km? rewindykowany przez Ko rfantego 6450km?2.

Obszar przyznany Polsce liczy okofo 3068 km? 1/.29% pow. vbszaru plebiscylowego: zaludnienie jeqo 8950001 ).46% ogotu. Na ab-
szarze przyznanym oddsno okoto 525000 gtosow 1144 % ogotu, w tem polskich 297000 1 ). 61 % 0g.pol., a niemieckich 234000132 % og.nieum.
/.78 % 0oty wegla koksujaceqot3 Mil 1. 1. 44% ogotu, a mieser w sobie du-
zych Scenfrow produkcji surowcea zelaznego (wysokre piece)na @ w agole, 3 10koksowni na 16 w ogole.

W Po/sce zostato 90 % produkcyrrudicata produkcia surowego cynkis )

Obszar przyznany produkuje 33 Mil f.wegla ( 7913) 7

The “North” group staff is leaving
the battlefield after the truce, 1921

(the Upper Silesian Museum in Bytom).
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OF UPPER

SILESIA

Under the pressure of the Allies, the Poles
and the Germans called a truce on 25 June. Both
committed themselves to retreating. Although
there was still no agreement on the exact divi-
sion of the disputed area, the uprising resulted
in a demarcation line that was more favoura-
ble to Poland than initially planned. Eventual-
ly, it was the League of Nations that decided
on the division of Upper Silesia. On 20 October
1921, the Conference of Ambassadors (consi-
sting of Parisianambassadors of the five victorio-
us countries) agreed to grant Poland 29 per cent
of the disputed area in the eastern part of the re-
gion, with - fortunately for Poland - the majori-
ty of the Upper Silesian industry.

A map of the division of Upper Silesia
(the National Library).



" . “We are free! The chains
1strained us have been cast off!
=== Praise be to God for this!”
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lfeBINing Polish soldiers on the border of Upper Silesia.
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"f;;é\_chain that had previously constrained Upper Silesia

| | oy SR - §  was symbolically broken on a bridge in Szopienice (today

ar ' : R oLy e N a district of Katowice), which connects the plebiscite area

‘'with Poland. The photograph shows Lieutenant-General

- §t3-n1f‘s,1aw§zeptycki (Katowice Archdiocese Archives).
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The Germans built an amphitheatre and a mausoleum on the slopes

of Géra Swietej Anny in the 1930s. In 1945, when the area was already

a part of Poland, the mausoleum was blown up and replaced by the Uprisings
Monument designed by Xawery Dunikowski (Osrodek Karta).

The events of 1919-1921 have been permanently imprinted
in the historical memory of Upper Silesians. They started celebra-
ting their anniversaries and building monuments almost immedia-
tely after Poland took over the area it had obtained. The uprisings
were soon used as an element of history politics, and the insurgents
themselves split into hostile camps. The situation did not change
even after the Second World War, when the communists seized po-
wer in Poland, and the whole area over which the Poles had fought
with the Germans found itself in People’s Poland. The commemo-
ration of the insurgents was assigned a more ideological meaning
especially after the thaw of 1956. For the next thirty years, the upri-
sings were presented as “an element of fight over the Polishness
of the western borderlands and the freedom of the Silesian people
from German oppression and the yoke of capitalism” Today, the me-
mory of the events is being brought back by historians and history
enthusiasts. It was cherished also during the hundredth anniversa-
ry of the events, celebrated in whole Upper Silesia.

Since the times of the Polish People’s Republic,

the most important location of the celebrations

has been the Silesian Insurgents Monument

in the centre of Katowice unveiled in 1967.

= s INSTYTUT The photograph shows the march of veterans
4 2 PAMIECI during the celebrations of the fiftieth anniversary
2225 NARODOWE]J of the Silesian Uprisings in 1971 (Osrodek Karta).




UPRISINGS

It is estimated that around 500 insurgents died 1l
in the First Silesian Uprising. | &“'. i

From 150 to 180 insurgents died in the Second Srlesran _
Uprising. The number of the wounded is unknown. |

i
A

It is estimated that around 000 insurgents died | ‘

in the Third Silesian Uprising. -:T
= i:l"r ;

Around 9 000 volunteers from outside of Silesia, especré&ky“'i'

from Greater Poland, took part in the Third Uprising.

PLEBISCITIEﬁ

The Upper Silesian p{eﬁl-scrte area was " 008 square kilome-

tres |n total It was mhablted re than 2100 000
people

~Women amounted to 2—3 per cent of the Silesian
Uprisings participants.

More than 1 220 (mﬂi_people had the right to vote
in the plebiscite. 97.5*per cent of them cast their vote.

59 B per cent Were m]f@veur of Germany, 40 3 per cent
— of Poland.

Emigrants, most of whom vovr Germany, comprised
193 per cent of the voters.

* Women constituted around 20 per cent of the plebiscite workers.

o

DIVISION OF UPPER SILESIA -

Poland was eventu.ally granted 3 214 square kilometres of the ple&f,crte area ( 29 per cent),
‘inhabited 0)Y 996 500 people ( 472 per cent). . <

Silesian Insurgents from one
- of the Katowice District divisions,
1921 (Katowice Archdiocese
Archives).

Poland“btarned most ofthe Upper Silesian industry: 79 per cent of coal mines,

67 per cent of zinc and lead mines, 70 per cent of steelworks and all iron mines
as well as zinc, lead and silver works.
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