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Front panel photograph: R6za Rappel. She was wrongfully accused
of participation in a counter-revolutionary terrorist organisation
and put before a firing squad on 10 September 1937.

Photo: “Memorial” Research and Information Centre in Moscow.
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Poles from Jabtonne near Dovbysh in the Ukrainian SSR. Men from
the village were murdered by the NKVD during the Polish Operation,

Around 1,200,000-1,500,000 Poles Stayed inthe USSR and the majority of women and children were deported. Photograph
after the Treaty of Riga was signed on 18 March 1921, 1721 0 @8l e @i MR Al N s 2L

ending the Polish-Soviet War. 60 per cent of them lived
in Ukraine, 20 per cent - in Byelorussia and the rest
in other regions of the country. Initially, the authorities
granted them relative autonomy, but the resistance
the Poles mounted to collectivisation and atheisation |
caused the experiment to fail: the Polish regions were g~
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disbanded, and the authorities resorted to repression. P

@ Krélewiec

Orka, a newspaper in Polish, Minsk, 14 July  [I3R ) '_ N e
1929. From the collection of Rev. Roman | ' st 3

. Bite un O T ——— A
Dzwonkowski S.A.C. BEZBUZN":Y il RLASOWEJ 1 RELIGUA, - O

DU (l)SPﬂtZAQ)UBNICT(M SOCJALISTYCINEGO @ BOJKOTOWAHIU /
 KLERU 1 REI.IGJI

Dothysz

(Zyzna @ @ 2ytomier
@ Berdyczow
A

Polacy na terenach ZSRS w latach 30. XX wieku (©Ploskiréw (@ Winnica @@ ®

I Rzeczpospolita Polska @ Bracaw
B Zwiazek Sojalistycznych Republik Sowieckich

i |y AR
i :

':'El ‘ |
O % e . ‘:"'\5\;._ SRy 5 \J\‘ \
5 g amieniec

Tereny | Rzeczypospolitej znajdujace sie w granicach ZSRS ' Podolski

Inne panstwa

Coroczne chodzenie klechéw ,pol koledzié® | udaremnic. Biedola i m,'dn/:xry,'a-przz'dewszyst- - Najwigksze skupiska Polakéw w ZSRS

'l ma nq celu nie tylko . ,zbieranic ofiar i dat-|kim czlonkowie kolekiywow powinnl nie pu-

| kdw*, o jest poprostu Stfk)‘.(’lllé’ owieczek, ale|szczad do siebie klechdw «z koledq» i organi- |,
i 1ukommm okreslonej roboly,; kidra jest nic-|stow z oplatkiem. Klecha powinien . zawczasn

‘| waqipliwie Lontnemnlucwnq u,(dru/q« y od do-| i ¢, 2e laki to kolekiyw Inb _wies nie|,
mu do domu, od wsi do,,zcsr klecha jest nic-|wpuszczq go do siebie,—wowczas & zdaleka|

| tylko mkczemn) m zdziercq-wydrwigroszem, ale|nosa nie pokaze. Co wigc (rzeba robic? Na ogdl-

| i oszustem, kontrrewolucyjnym agitatorem, /\le’mch zebraniach kolekfywistow, aktvwn, bie-

Najwieksze znane miejsca ukrycia zwtok
Autonomiczne Rejony Polskie w ZSRS
Stolice panstw

*| cha odwiedza  parafjan niby po to ,zeby si¢{doly i calych wsi pobierac nchwaly o tym, ze-| . Inne miasta
| blizej zapoznad z ich polrzebami duchownemi,| by ksiedza lub organisty do kolekiyiwn lub 1wsi
nie dopusci¢. Na drogach u wjazdn do kolek-
{ywu Inb wsi porozwieszac na (yczkach wypi-
sane na plotnie on’/mwi(’ {nie hasta i plakaty i
oglaszenia (narrz.. «Na mocy, nchwaly ogdlne- A . N . . N . .
g0 zcbrania ludnosci wsi  wsi¢p Izclgzom a2 Th P I h N I D h S U ® M hl d
e g o g leor s s o ere were two Polls ational Districts In the Soviet Union: Mlarchlewszczyzna create
15t wzbre mmnv )

B e in 1925 in the Ukrainian SSR and Dzierzynszczyzna created in 1932 in the Byelorussian

nie zostanq pmc'zrcle, wszyscy akivwisci @ nie-

umocnic ich w wierze* i {.d.;a w rzeczywisiosci
.
!| wyglqda to inaczej. Klecha strofuje ,wicrnych
za czytanie radzieckich hsiqzek mmlow ch i

i| gazet, a zaleca kantyczki, modlilewniki i .Zy-
woty swigtych*, namawia rodzicow, by ni
°| puszczali dz ieci do pionicrow a mfodziely

komsomolu i ré2nych organizacji spolecznych,
| agituje przeciwko . zakupom i kolekiywizacji,
A| szergy rozne plofhi o karach bozych* ssylu-
N nych\na bolszewikdw, narzeka na <cig¢kie cza-
| sy» (dla klechéw sq one naprawde coraz cig?-
-| sze), & rozjasnioiym obliczem opowiada <jak

to w Polsce jest dobrze» i t. d. i t. d. Kriélko
-| mowiqc—klecha wurabia opinj¢ ciemnych mas
-| przeciwko partjl komunistycznej, wladzy ra-

wicrzqecy bredacy oraz Sredniacy powinni takie y o . o o . .

ha: Vi g rwiach s i

Al ot 34 i oucK. e | SSR. They were supposed to be a starting point for the future Polish Socialist Republic
Jesli do tej sprawy dzielnie siel zabiorq . .

komsomolcy, komorki ,Bezboznika®, korespon-

i e B and to prepare communist personnel for the new region.

mow, wsi i kolchtywdw bedq musicli klechy w

fym roku pomingc, 3
Bojkot klechow nalety organizowad w dro-|' , ...

-| dzieckiej i budownictwu socjalistycznemn i roz

-1 mdéwkami o ,milosci boga i ojczyzny*, o jedno

Sci n trodbwm stura si¢ wyrabiac w tych ma-

sach_sym m{[e do Polski faszystowskicj. dze wspolzawodnictwa socjalistycznego mledzy
21U nmmnr) TObOLE klmr*nalm.y lm /r, wami § wsiami,
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After their defeatin the Polish-SovietWar, the Soviets had
to set back their plans to force communism on Poland.
Stalin considered Poland as his main enemy in the West
and Poles inthe USSR as an“uncertain element’; especial-
ly those living in areas bordering on the Second Polish
Republic. He was afraid of a Polish military intervention
supposedly aimed at incorporating the Ukrainian and
Byelorussian SSRs to Poland. In order to prevent local
Poles from serving as foreign agents, the NKVD started
deporting them to distant parts of the country.

4
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A Polish family living in exile in Kazakhstan, 1936. Photograph from & Gosst e . 2 ﬁ _ m #_,....w

the collection of Piotr Hlebowicz.
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Polish-Soviet border in Stotpce in 1934. Photo: Willem van de Poll,
the National Archives of the Netherlands, Fotocollectie Van de Poll.

A diagram of the Polish Military Organisation (Polska Organizacja Wojskowa,
POW). It was announced to have been uncovered by the NKVD. In fact, it did
not exist at that time. J6zef Pitsudski dismantled it in 1918, but it was resur-
rected for propaganda reasons in the USSR to crush the Poles, 1937. Photo:
the State Archive of the Ukrainian Security Service.




s THE GREAT TERROR
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The Great Terror was a campaign of class, political and
national repression against USSR citizens aimed at elimi-

nating the remaining “enemies of the Soviet authorities”

organised in 1937-1938. Among its operations was the
Polish Operation carried out under the operational Order
No. 00485 issued by Head of the NKVD Nikolai Yezhov on
11 August 1937.The Polish Operation of the NKVD was the
largest Soviet operation against one national minority.

An NKVD firing squad near Dovbysh in the Ukrainian SSR.
Photograph from the collection of Stefana Kuriata.
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The architects of the Great Terror, including the Polish Operation: Nikolai Yezhov,
the head of the NKVD in 1936-1938 (on the right), and Joseph Stalin strolling
down the Volga-Don Canal. Photo: public domain.



ORDER NO. 00485

Following the Order No. 00485, NKVD officers
were looking for their future victims in the whole
USSR: in Moscow, Ukraine, Siberia, the Ural Moun-
tains and the Caucasus. They selected them based
on their Polish names appearing in phone direc-
tories, workplaces and registers as well as Polish
birthplaces, regardless of their actual nationality.
In fear of being considered enemies themselves,
the officers obeyed the order eagerly and avoided
showing any leniency. They were awarded for re-
pressing the Poles.

Jézef Czewski, a Pole born in 1910 in Kamianets-Podilskyi. He was
accused of being a member of POW and of “conducting a counter-
-revolutionary campaign and preparing for acts of sabotage during
the future war”. We has shot under Order No. 00485 on 20 Sep-
tember 1938. Czewski was vindicated posthumously in 1958. After
an analysis of the documents on his case, it was acknowledged that
his accusation was a “fabrication of the then NKVD officers.”’

Photo: State Oblast Archive in Khmelnytskyi.
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The first page of Order No. 00485 signed by Nikolai Yezhov, the People’s Commissar for Internal Affairs.
The order began the Polish Operation of the NKVD on 11 August 1937. Photo: public domain.
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A reconstruction of a house search. Photograph from the present.
Photo: C. Pomykato, Grupa Rekonstrukcyjno-Filmowa Bemowo.
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According to the NKVD Order No. 00485, people were arrested
on a charge of being members of the fictional POW and anti-
-Soviet political parties. Among the most suspicious ones was
also “the most active part of local anti-Soviet nationalist element
from Polish regions”. Being a very broad category, the latter allo-
wed repressing a large number of people. Poles were accused of
“counter-revolutionary activities” such as espionage on behalf
of Poland, enlisting agents and sabotage.

INSTITUTE OF

5 NATIONAL I 1057 andislioton 21 Aviat 1937,
REMEMBRANCE Photo: “Memorial” Research and Information Centre in Moscow.



An NKVD isolation cell in the Rabati Castle in Akhaltsik-
he, Georgia, where the victims of the Polish Operation
were held. Photo: Stanistaw Koller.

A reconstruction of an interrogation. Photograph from the present.
Photo: C. Pomykato, Grupa Rekonstrukcyjno-Filmowa Bemowo.

Suspicion, which was often exaggerated, was enough for the
NKVD officers. They could bring charges against Poles for hosti-
le activities. Interrogation reports were falsified on the grounds
that it was “obvious that the prisoner does not tell us everything
and what they do not say should be added by the interrogator”.
Words they had never uttered were often added to the prisoners’
testimonies. “Physical coercive measures” were also allowed to
force them to speak. False self-accusations made under torture
became rightful evidence.




VICTIMS" FATE

CEZAR PIOTROWSKI

“I confess to counter-revolutionary and nationalist activities.
I joined POW under pressure [...] of nationalist political views
that had not been eradicated from my consciousness.”

Forced remorse for his alleged activities for POW expressed by Cezar Piotrowski,
a Pole born in 1905 in Khmilnyk, Ukraine. Arrested in April 1938, he confessed
to what he had been accused of. He was shot by the NKVD on 14 October 1938.
During his vindication process, it was concluded that his testimony raised “doubts
as to its credibility due to the inappropriate investigation methods used against
him”. He was vindicated on 6 February 1960.

Cezar Piotrowski’s ID photograph. Photo: State Oblast Archive in Khmelnytskyi.
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Documents issued by the NKVD sentencing Poles to work in labo-
ur camps or to death by firing squad. Photos: State Oblast Archive
in Odessa (above) and State Oblast Archive in Khmelnytskyi (below).

”‘ | The NKVD Order No. 00485 provided for

A reconstruction of an execution by firing squad. Photograph from the present.

Photo: C. Pomykato, Grupa Rekonstrukcyjno-Filmowa Bemowo. two types Of punlshment: death by ﬁrlng
squad and from five to ten years in a labo-
Operacja polska” oVorita L ur camp or in prison. It is estimated that

1N;(3V;D1m;;a;ach 5 80 per cent of the accused were sentenced
—_— (@)

———— - (A= to death. Although according to the Order,
the Polish Operation should have lasted
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SFRS  Soqjalistyczna Federacyjna
Republika Sowiecka

SRS Soqjalistyczna Republika Sowiecka

ASRS  Autonomiczna Socjalistyczna
Republika Sowiecka (w ramach
RSFRS) ﬂ
Kabardyno-Batkarska ASRS 32°  eee8 0o
Kraj Ordzonikidzki 5556°
Pétnocnoosetyriska ASRS @ "
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ASRS Niemcéw Powotza
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VICTIMS' FATE

LOFIA WITKOWSKA-LANDA

1 March 1895 in Zyrardéw. She
‘participation in a counter-revolu-
fore firing squad on 2 September
mation Centre in Moscow.

L S
B

“Being a Pole in the USSR during the Great Terror

eantthe same as being a Jew in the Third Reich.

”

Helena Trybel, a Pole, witness to genocide, mother to Yuriy Yekhanurov, Prime Minister of Ukraine from 2005 to 2006.
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The first page of the operational Order No. 00486. Women who
were victims to the order served their sentences in regular
camps, but there was also one camp created specially for them:
the Akmol Labour Camp for Wives of Traitors to the Motherland
(ALZHIR). The was also a special Gulag system for children which
consisted of nurseries, kindergartens, camps and labour camps.
Photo: public domain.
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ORDER NO. 00486

A reconstruction of an arrest. Photograph from the present.
Photo: C. Pomykato, Grupa Rekonstrukcyjno-Filmowa Bemowo.
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On 15 August 1937, Head of the NKVD Nikolai Yezhov issued the
operational Order No. 00486 on repression against “the family
members of traitors to the country”. Women were sentenced to
from five to eight years in a labour camp or in exile. Children were
taken away from their parents, sent to orphanages with their na-
mes changed and subjected to brutal re-education. In such places
they faced hunger, diseases and violence that led to high mortali-
ty. Away from their parents, the children often committed suicide.

Maria Tokarska, sent to Kazakhstan for Maria Reus, sent to Kazakhstan for three
five years on 28 August 1938 as a “so- years on 8 June 1938 as a “socially dange-
cially dangerous element”. Photo: State rous element”. Photo: State Oblast Archive
Oblast Archive in Odessa. in Khmelnytskyi.



VICTIMS" FATE

KAZIMIERA NOWAKOWSKA

“l will repeat it again: | do not know anything
about my husband'’s counter-revolutionary

activities. There were no counter-revolutionary
discussions in my presence.”

This is how Kazimiera Nowakowska, a Pole born in 1889 and living in Koto-
vsk, Ukraine, defended herself against false accusations. She was accused
of “not informing of her husband’s crime”. She was sentenced to five years

in exile in Kazakhstan under Order No. 00486. She was vindicated in 1957 due
to “lack of features of a crime”.

Police photograph of Kazimiera Nowakowska.
Photo: State Oblast Archive in Odessa.

INSTITUTE OF

,"i : l‘\ . L ﬁ
4] % \



THEENDOF THEPOLISH ¥~ &0
OPERATION OF THE NKVD i -

=5 —-r_}" ot § P

- -...._"ﬂ-

Polish exiles in a Molotov Sovkhoz in Kazakhstan, May 1940.
Photo: Osrodek Karta.

The Polish Operation of the NKVD and other Great Terror mass operations
ended on 26 November 1938 under the operational Order No. 00762
issued by Lavrentiy Beria, the new head of the NKVD. It was officially due
to “serious irreqularities and distortions in the NKVD work”, but the real
reason was different, The genocide was stopped because the goals were
achieved: social bonds were broken, the country was paralysed with fear,
there was chaos and change of staff, and the state was inefficient becau-
se of too many operations. For the Poles, however, the end of the Great
Terror did not mean the end of persecution.

Repression against them continued in the form of deportations

from the Eastern Borderlands far into the USSR in 1940-1941,

= WA \ INSTITUTE OF the Katyn massacre... The photograph shows belongings
i g = NATIONAL of murdered Polish officers found by the Germans in 1943.

; ' REMEMBRANCE Photo: Katyn Museum. Martyrdom Division of the Polish Army

Museum.



RIAL SITES

e ¥ .~a . - y —
b"'.'* ‘e JY TN - r .'F

\ e
s WL Q Q AR Sl
4 \ - LAY - -8 7‘ oy N
SN B a : A3 d ‘ AARASNLRL N S
a2 . h ]..& ' A \ - L] ‘q V T
tﬂg ‘J ) A,d _Al‘. Ln L .\lmr / “;‘lu ,”

.‘»‘ Q' h '
The cross in Sandarmokh near Medvezhyegorsk in the Republic of Karelia, Russia, B SRWIN®
is a memorial to Catholic Solovki prisoners. Photo:“Memorial” Research and Infor- a

mation Centre in Saint Petersburg.

Sty "

,_".J.v.", | | .- — . _ B
) ‘._..'.“.‘," ,.g"_' qa &7 ‘:%'\' ~‘1\~ ~
AWy -‘iag; IS
g :. .s.‘. 'ﬁ$ f‘ "w ., “ .‘éh

2 ' ) b ) ’1 ‘ o

. L
. ~1n\ 2
.' . L SR
' A AN | Y] -
e . o ¥aldy N ) /r'&'i. ‘
J & _':-" 4 ' s" —. 1 o ¥ " ." “ !‘ a3 L . ...‘ . o r.’5
f L T AN " > e [ o= 1 P v g p arth
Y, gy e AR TGP ek B e - DR
Y (R RN, ET T8 A { %
'3\ ; G s> ’ .' ' )ﬁ“‘- . o . - 9 bt :" / 3 ,'ll &5
| » e e v p r ' A ‘ " - - '
N . . PN s YIRS ' , Xy o A s
“ Q v LR R Y S - . - \\,r\’ ’ f “’J (s 14 ‘
- ¢ ¢ Py ad . Pt * r )
:\‘ \ ~ S | i ¥ AR
\ W o v ‘2 : O " > F
L] ‘[ .“‘f".gJ 4 " a " 4 . 'T‘ L i “ L A ,’
3 ~ .‘ B . P l'l" L% ) J v‘? f
“ ,“ h./ - ) ;. ) ! ! y .
b"" L Wit ‘ > ;#.
r' ke & r 4 "' "" 'v‘: { # ::;.
K "r' h 1) L' l‘ . A "
J 4 Uu by o b' ‘ 1 ] . “ ‘k‘
-; 1 ~ V&1 43 L - by
. . LY ) "" ’ ab ﬂ ;‘¢ i
OF g‘}a‘ A o (- g |
-"." ~a ’a\ : f'/,’ % ’ e )
. " # : e
b o ’ \ 4 ’ “ " bl
e “E .‘i :1“ 3 IR
- W ' " | (' W’ A ¥
h - . ’ . " " ' » # L
.l‘, f - M - ‘4 A "‘ s 8
& - NS - BN : N
B3, LEME BUg® K SRS !
o -y ' iy ‘,. ) P ~
¥ . ' > e . - ) et 4 b
. ",l . . . A Y " ,Q-‘f .-{‘Y‘EJ".' | 0T -
-” 5 P 4 " . # - " ’ ] . ' ."' .
Ged ‘ . Sl RS
& | ) - T 2. K.H“-ﬂ‘n ’ '4 £
- o o | »
h " '] e ™
» P - - “»"
é‘?'_f" : Uk
P wx
Kag Y
- L] T
o'l
-
» ]
o
- . .
. , { +» o
o Bt
"q‘"g " J l..
Iﬁ; - y i
~ \ g . A
E’ / !
' _.? ~
j/; L L] "' \- F.
: ¥ ’
of” fh i,g*’
.\ "\;5; N 2w
e St O s
- 5 e
¥ . . : - -q"_'( :~ L
et A ~ Jo» ) - : ’ Y ¢ ey T
\ &-“ ’ | & # i . 7‘\ L7 il &S = o - - * !.ﬂ'& N -~ - "A"L""P e .J‘ >
W litmear FINT “, Mpne ﬂ.’» 8" R - A s Tt o PP = B MOk S
'lp.‘ . . ; , £ d . -~ | - y - '-ﬂ“ - - % “A
AR TS L. L2t "I S i KRN AN ARG A et

Our knowledge about the sites where victims of the Great Terror,
including the Polish Operation, were buried is increasing every .
year. There are many memorial sites in the lands formerly belon- el e
ging to USSR, for example in Kurapaty, Moscow, Saint Petersburg, Sov e
Tomsk, Irkutsk, Karelia, Kiev, Khmelnytskyi, Kamianets-Podilskyi ég
and Kazakhstan. New plaques, monuments and graves are built A,
to commemorate the victims.
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TS TYLBRIPAM i EC) NARODOWE] A monument to the victims of Stalinist repression in the Polish
o Cemetery in Bar, Ukraine. Photo: Sergiusz Kazimierczuk.

£ VICTIVEOF THE GENOCIDE COMMITED IN THE SOVIET UNION UNDERTHE{NKYD “POLISH OPTRATION” (193
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A commemorative plaque to the victims of the Polish Operation of the NKVD funded by the Polish
Institute of National Remembrance and unveiled in 2018. Father Adam Studzinski Square in Krakow.
Photo: Pawet Zechenter.
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THE NKVD
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'k‘ g3 ,‘ A monument of a labour camp inmate. Bykivnia Graves State Historical
. and Memorial Reserve in Kiev. Photo: Piotr Zycienski.
& e W g
i . .'i
. 8 | T |
1 ¥ -
: ; T
. . e 4
‘2 T
= o 7Y - -
- : -
¢ i
Ll N .

ACCORDING TO THE CURRENT STATE OF RESEARCH,

AT LEAST 143 000 PEOP[EWERE ARRESTED BY THE NKVD
5 DURING THE POLISH OPERATION

MORE THAN 111 000 OF THEM WERE
; SENTENCEDTO DEATH
AROUND 30 000 WERE SENT
2 TO LABOUR CAMPS
2 AU 000"280 00 POLES WERE REPRESSED
i - IN THE 1930s IN THE USSR,

INCLUDING A PEOPLE WHO WERE SHOT OR TORTURED TO DEATH
— 5 T Y OR DIED DURING DEPORTATIONS, IN LABOUR CAMPS
" OR DURING PACIFICATION ACTIVITIES, ESPECIALLY

IN BORDER REGIONS. REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER NATIONALITIES DIED DURING THE POLISH
OPERATION AS WELL, INCLUDING UKRAINIANS, RUSSIANS, BELARUSIANS AND JEWS,

AND POLES WERE KILLED ALSO IN OTHER ACTS OF REPRESSION OF THE GREAT TERROR.

WE STILL DO NOT KNOW THE NUMBER OF REPRESSED WOMEN AND CHILDREN.

INSTITUTE OF ITIS ESTIMATED AT SEVERAL HUNDRED THOUSAND.
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