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THE ANTI-JEWISH
OF THE
THIRD REICH

Hatred of the Jews was one of the most important elements of the
propagandamachine designed by Adolf Hitler and his collaborators.
When the Nazi Party took power in Germany, postulates about the
need to eliminate “eternal enemies,” “subhumans” and “racially
inferior"peoplefromsocietybecame partofstatepolicy.Harassment
oftheJewish population,includingthe prohibition on marrying non-
Jews, serving in the military, or holding administrative positions,
turned into massive repressions. On the night of 9-10 November
1938, nearly 100 Jews were murdered across Germany, more than
170 synagogues (houses of worship) were burnt down, most Jewish
cemeteries were destroyed,and thousands of Jewish homes and
shops were devastated.

The extent of Nazi antisemitism became apparent in September
1939, when Germany attacked Poland. In many towns and villages,
GermansoldierscommittedgruesomecrimesagainstJewishcitizens
of the Republic of Poland. Apart from beatings, murders, rapes,
robberies and other forms of harassment, numerous synagogues

were set ablaze, sometimes with people trapped inside.

Tram in Krakéw with segregated places for Jews.
Winter of 1939-1940.
Photo: AIPN



After the end of military operations and the incorporation of
allofSilesia,GreaterPoland,PomeraniaandnorthernMasovia
into Germany, the General Government was established in
central Poland. It was divided into four large administrative
units — districts with capitals in Krakéw, Lublin, Radom and
Warsaw (in 1941, the Galicia District with its capital in Lviv
was added). The Jews there were promptly targeted by a
series of decrees issued by the German authorities. These
included the obligation to wear a white armband with the
Star of David, confiscation of money and other property, or
deprivation of the right to public health care and welfare
services. Jewish schools, libraries, and the headquarters of
social organisations were also closed and devastated. Jews
were given food rations at starvation levels and all persons
aged 14-60 were subjected to forced labour, either in their
places of residence or in camps spread all over the General
Government.

N THE GENERAL
GOVERNMENT

Jewish boy selling Star of David armbands on a
street in Warsaw
Photo: NAC




OGLOSZENIE

o stworzenin Zydowskich dzielnic mieszkaniowych w okregu warszawskim
§1

W stworzeniu zydowskich dzielnic mieszRaniowych arschau | Lublin z dmia 28 pazdziernika
Gi.mﬁﬁ} mmwﬁ-m'ﬂmnm-mmm : ' Gt i

a) w WARSZAWIE-MIESCIE (getto),

b) w KALUSZYNIE (Star. Pow. Minsk),

c) w SOBOLEWIE (Star. Pow. Garwolin),

d) w KOSSOWIE (Star. Pow. Sokolow),

e) w REMBERTOWIE (Star. Warszawa-Powiat),
f) w SIED CH (Star. Pow. Siedice).

f 2

1) ‘I'nju% okregu warszawskim winni do dniz 30 listopada 1942 r. obrac sobie micisce pobytu w jednej z wymienionych wyzej zydowskich dzielnic mieszkanio-
!7 pmn osoby lhl]r tego czasu opuscic zydowskie dzielnice miestkaniowe, o ile nie policyjnege zezwolenia na pobyt.
2) € obiora sobie miefsce pobytw w gecie warszawskim, winni sie wpierw zglosic w radzie zydo priy ul. Zamenhofa, rog ul Gesiej, celem zarejestro-
mieszkan oraz srodkow zywnaosciowych, Zmienigjac zarradzenie Komisarza dla driclnicy zydowskiej w Warszawie o granicach zydowskiej dzielnicy
-imhmwt] z dnia 1 lutego 1942 r., ustals sic naslepujoce promice rydowskic] duielnicy mieszkaniowej w gecie warszawskim: Stawki, Pokorna, Muranowska, Bonifra-
} ﬁm&uhnn Gesia, Smocza, Pl'l'j‘lﬂmkl-. imuhw.
3 1 1942 r. nie wolno zadnemu rydowi w okregu warszawskim ber policyinego zezwolenia przebywac pora obrebem zydowskiej drielnicy -hnhnhﬂi
tub mm?';ﬂm dnia 1 grudnia 1942 r. innym osobom wolno pricbywac w zydowskie] dzielnicy mieszkaniowej lub wchodzic do miej tylko uman
Lezwolenia udziela wiasciwy ze wagledu ma rydowska dzielnice mieszkaniows starosta mmﬂ dia gefta w Warszawie Komisarz rydowshkiej mieszka-

w porozumieniu z Dowodca §f i Polici w okregn warszawskim.
d) IH m d:hmﬂ sobie zydowskiej dzielnicy mieszkaniowej zwolnieni s zydei, zatrudmieni w zakladach gospodarki wojskowej i zbrojeniowej, a umieszczeni w zam-

*i

1) Zydzi, wykraczajacy przeciwko przepisom 5§ 2, podlegaja wedlug isinicjacych pnl nowitn karz¢ smierci,
1) hiuiﬂnw karze ﬁuﬂegah ukr;::: kio takiemu zydowi swiadomic wdziels schronienia. tzn. Yo w srezegolnosei umieszera zyda poza obrebem zydowskici dziclnicy mieszka-
nio Iywi go
obec tego, kto uzyska wiadomosc o tym. re jakis 1yd erprawnic preebyws pots obrebem rydowskiej dzielnicy mieszkaniowej. a nie zglosi tego policji. zastosowane
beda stodki bezpieczenstwa (np. umieszczenie w ohozie koncemtracyiny ml.
4) Osoby,nie bedace zydami, ktore whrew przepisom S 2 nic opusieza na exis rydowskiel daiclnicy miestkaniower lub ktore weida do niej bez policyinego zezwolenia, ule:
Bna W postepowaniu karno-administracyjnym Karze grzywny do 1000 zlotyeh r zomsans no kare aresztu do trzech miesiecy.

-

Warszawa, dnia 16 listopada 1942 1. Cubernator Ohkregu Warszawshiego
Dowodca i1 i Policji

Forcing Jews to live in ghettos was another form of German repression. The German
authorities chose the poorest areas of the cities, often with old, dilapidated buildings, poor
sanitary conditions and limited access to drinking water. Jews from other districts, and
sometimes also Jewish inhabitants of suburban towns and villages, were resettled there
by force. Although the first ghetto in occupied Poland was established as early as October
1939 in Piotrkéw Trybunalski, most of them were created between 1940 and 1941. The
living conditions in each district were unimaginably difficult — extremely cramped living
conditions, lack of medical supplies, inability to maintain hygiene and widespread and
growing hunger contributed to the outbreak of typhus and other infectious diseases. Each
ghetto had a high mortality rate, especially among the elderly and children. Many people
also lost their lives due to the exhausting forced labourand executions perpetrated by
the Germans. As time passed, ghettos were gradually closed, and leaving them could be
deadly for all Jews. The same punishment applied to all Polish people willing to support a
fugitive from the ghetto with food or shelter.
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After the outbreak of the war, there were
disputes among the officials of the German
party, police and economic authorities about
the fate of the Jews. Although some advocated
that they should be used for as long as possible
to support the German war machine with
slave labour, the views of fanatical antisemites
prevailed, postulating the quick and complete
annihilation of the Jewish population in all of
German-occupied Europe and in the countries
alliedwiththeThirdReich.InJuly 1941, Reinhard
Heydrich was given the task of formulating
a plan for the “final solution to the Jewish
question.”He proposed to his superiors that the
most “efficient” method of mass murder would
be the use of gas chambers. It was agreed that
the extermination of Jews would take place
predominantly in the General Government,
where three special extermination camps
would be established, namely Betzec, Sobibér
and Treblinka. Later on, it was decided to use
the existing German concentration camps -
KL Lublin (Majdanek) and KL Auschwitz - for
extermination purposes. As early as December
1941, the first extermination centre in occupied
Poland was opened - Kulmhof in Chetmno nad
Nerem - where Jews from the Greater Poland
and the Lodz districts (among others) were
murdered.
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Execution by firing squad at the
wall of the Warsaw Ghetto
Photo: AIPN

MURDERERS
BEHIND THE DESK
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EXECUTIONERS
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Zdunska Wola in 1942.
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In the early spring of 1942, the Germans began to

liquidate the smallest ghettos throughout the General

Government, resettling their inhabitants to larger towns

near the railway lines. These resettlements further !
exacerbated the extreme poverty of the Jews, leading | | |

to even tighter living conditions and widespread

hunger. It was soon decided that Operation Reinhardt

will begin with the liquidation of the Lublin Ghetto, |
whichatthattimewasinhabited by morethan37thousand __
people. On the night of 16-17 March 1942, part of | |

the district was surrounded by German police units.

At midnight, people were forced out of their homes. In the

following days, columns of terrified Jewish men, women |

and children were led to the railway loading yard, where |
they were forced to board freight wagons. The trains from

there were bound for the extermination camp at Betzec.
Thosestillremaininginthe ghettowereinformedthattheir
relatives, friends and acquaintances had left for “labour
camps in the East,” where they would be allowed to live in
peace and safety.

Julius Schreck Lublin Barracks, the building that housed the headquarters
of Operation Reinhardt. Currently the seat of the Faculty of Law, Canon
Law and Administration of the Catholic University of Lublin at Spokojna
Street

Photo: NAC




A SERIES OF GRIMES

The extermination of the Lublin Ghetto initiated the com-
plete liquidation of ghettos throughout the General Gov-
ernment. ltlasted until 1943 and also included the Biatystok
District, which had been incorporated into the Third Reich.
In each of the cities, the liquidation proceeded in a similar
way - the ghetto was surrounded by police units and its
inhabitants were assembled in a town square. Buildings
were searched, and those who were hiding, the elderly, the
disabled, and hospital patients were killed on the spot. The
Germans and collaborators following their orders (former
Soviet prisoners of warwho had crossed overtothe enemy'’s
side) then led the Jews in columns to the nearest railway
station, shooting those unable to keep the pace. Small
labour detachments remained in place, whose members
searched the houses in the following days, collecting
any valuable items they found. After their work was
completed, members of these groups were shot or confined
in forced labour camps.




- During Operation Reinhardt, the destination of most

transports with people from the ghettos was one of the three

| extermination camps — Belzec, Sobibor or Treblinka Il. Many

men, women and children already died inthe wagons, crushed

| to death or due to lack of air and water, wounds and injuries

andpsychologicalshock.Whenthetrainsarrived, theprisoners

were let out of the wagons and told to leave their luggage
and personal belongings behind. They were then instructed
to go to specific buildings, told that they were bathhouses
where they would be allowed to bathe. The victims, stripped

naked, were locked in the gas chambers and then internal
combustion engines were started, emitting carbon monoxide
to the inside. In other camps, Zyklon B pellets saturated with
deadly hydrogen cyanide were poured into the chambers.
The agony of the victims was often long and painful.ln the
meantime, other Jewish prisoners were sorting through
luggage and clothes, looking for money and valuables. The
bodies were buried in mass graves or burned in crematoria.

Displacement of Jews from Siedlce
Photo: AIPN




Belzec extermination camp, located by the Warsaw-Lublin-Lviv railway
line, opened on 17 March 1942, when thefirst transports of Jews fromthe
Lublin and Lviv Ghettos arrived. In the following months, trains carrying
to their deaths the residents of dozens of towns in the Lublin District
(Bitgoraj, Izbica, Krasnik, Lubartow, Zamos¢ and others), the Krakow
District (Jarostaw, Jasto, Krakow, Rzeszow and others) and the Galicia
District (Brody, Drohobych, Kolomyja, Stanistawow and others) were
sent there. Among them were Jewish citizens of Austria, Germany, the
Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia, and Slovakia, who had previously
been resettled in the General Government. The total number, in the span
of only a few months, was approximately 450 thousand people.

In December 1942, the number of the bodies of the dead was so high
that there was arisk of an outbreak of disease. At that time, the German
authorities decidedthat the dead bodies should be burned and the
camp was to be liquidated. Part of its infrastructure was transferred to
the German concentration camp KL Lublin, and the staff was relocated.
This liquidation ended in June 1943.
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The Sobibor extermination camp - located by the Chelm-Wlodawa railway line
— probably began operations in May 1942. Transports from ghettos and labour
camps from the Lublin district (Chetm, Hrubieszéw, Wiodawa and others)
were bound mainly there, but also from the District of Galicia (Drohobycz,
Sambor, Stryj and others). Jews from Biatystok, Lida, Minsk and Vilnius were
also murdered in the camp. Sobibér was also the final destination for people
from France, the Netherlands, Slovakia and the Protectorate of Bohemia and
Moravia.The number of people killed in Sobiboér is estimated at approximately
180 thousand men, women and children.

On 14 October 1943, prisoners who formed an underground organisation in
the camp led to arevolt, as aresult of which approximately 200 people escaped.
This contributed to the German decision to liquidate the camp entirely.




TREBLINKA Il

TheTreblinkallexterminationcamp,locatedbytheSiedlce-
Matkinia railway line, was the last camp to be opened (in
July 1942) during Operation Reinhardt, but it was also the
largest. The Germans systematically sent transports there
from Warsaw and many ghettos in the Warsaw District
(Otwock, Minsk Mazowiecki, Wotomin and others), as well
as from the Radom District (Czestochowa, Kielce, Radom
and others). Many Jews from the Lublin region were also
sent there to be killed (Biata Podlaska, Deblin, Parczew,
Radzyn Podlaski and others) and from the Biatystok
District (Biatystok, Wotkowysk, Zambréw and others),
and also from Slovakia, the Protectorate of Bohemia and
Moravia, the Greek city of Thessaloniki, and the areas of
Thrace and Macedonia occupied by Bulgaria, which was
allied with the Third Reich. In total, approximately 850
thousand people.

On 2 August 1943, members of the camp underground,
reinforced by insurgents from the Warsaw ghetto brought
to Treblinka, staged a revolt during which some of the
buildings weresetonfireandapproximately 300 prisoners
managed to escape. The camp was soon liquidated.




KL LUBLIN
(MAJDANEK)

The German concentration camp in Lublin, commonly referred to as
“Majdanek,’alsobecameanimportant partof Operation Reinhardt. As early
asDecember1941,hundredsofJewsfromtheLublinregionwereimprisoned
here and forced into slave labour. Starting the following year, transports of
Jewish inmates from Slovakia, the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia,
Austria and Germany regularly arrived at the camp. Initially only men were
leftinthe camp, whilewomen and children weresentto ghettosinthe Lublin

region, from where they were then transported to extermination camps.
Over time, the situation changed and entire transports of prisoners were
left in the camp, mostly from Warsaw and Biatystok. It is estimated that
between the opening of the camp and July 1944, at least 74 thousand
Jewish people were held there, of whom at least 59 thousand lost their
lives.




OPERATION HARVEST
FESTIVAL

In the autumn of 1943, the Germans proceeded to
liquidate the last ghettos in the General Government
and the Biatystok District.The few Jews who survived the
deportations were imprisoned in concentration camps
and forced labour camps. Prisoner revolts at Treblinka
and Sobibér reinforced the conviction among the
Germans that survivors would resist before being sent
to die. As a result, a decision was made to immediately
exterminate all Jews residing in the Lublin region. This
operation waskeptunderasecretcodename:“Erntefest”
(“"Harvest Festival”).

The operation was carried out on 3 and 4 November
1943 at the concentration camp KL Lublin and forced
labour camps in Trawniki and Poniatowa. In two days,
the Germans shot 42 thousand people there.

A photograph showing the exhumation of the victims of the German
concentration camp KL Lublin (Majdanek), autumn 1944,
Photo: AIPN

Bodies of victims uncovered during exhumations carried out in July
1944. on the grounds of the German concentration camp KL Lublin
Photo: AIPN
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KL AUSChWITZ

The largest site of extermination of European Jews was
the Auschwitz concentration camp complex, located in
thetownofOswiecimthathadbeenannexedbyGermany.
One part of it was the KL Birkenau (Auschwitz Il) camp,
the construction of which began in the autumn of 1941.
Over time, it became a site of mass extermination of the
Jewish population. In order to improve this process, four
gas chambers were built (it is estimated that each one
of them was capable of killing two thousand people at
a time) and four crematoria for burning the bodies of
the dead. They started operating in the spring of 1943.
Regular transports of Jews were brought to Birkenau
(Auschwitzll).fromthePolishlandsincorporatedintothe
Third Reich, the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia,
Slovakia, France, Hungary, Greece, Yugoslavia, Italy
and Norway. Most of the people in each transport were
immediately sent to the gas chambers. By the beginning
of 1945, almost one million Jewish men, women and
children had been murdered there.




RESISTANCE
AND SURVIVAL

Many ghetto residents, not believing the Germans’assurances
that they would be deported to safe“labour camps in the East,”
decided totrytosavetheirandloved ones’lives. Fugitives from
enclosed communities used the help of friendly Poles, hid in
the forests and joined partisan units. In some of the ghettos
of occupied Poland, underground groups and organisations
were formed calling for armed resistance against the Germans.
Although they had no chance of victory, given the lack of
weapons and ammunition, it was a form of protest against
voluntary submission to the immoral, genocidal policy of the
Third Reich andits allies. Not only the revolts of the prisoners at
Treblinkalland Sobibér, butalsothe strugglesin the ghettos of
CzestochowaandBiatystok arerelated to Operation Reinhardt.
The largest act of resistance was the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising,
which was initiated on 19 April 1943 by members of the
Jewish Combat Organisation and the Jewish Military Union.

It was bloodily suppressed by the Germans.




The ongoing extermination of European Jews during World War I, carried out with
viciousconsequencesbytheThirdReichanditsallies,claimedthelivesof

It is estimated that approximately

of them were during . The death of the victims in
executions and gas chambers and as a result of hunger and disease coincided with

oftheirpossessions,includingmoney, precious metalsandstones,
clothing, footwear and various other items. The value of the property seized by the

German authorities has been estimated at marks.

After the end of the war, only a handful of the perpetrators were brought to justice
and answered for their inhumane acts.
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